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Introduction 



The 2001-02 Report of Student Performance 
in Writing provides information on student 
performance on the North Carolina Writing 
Assessment at grades 4 and 7. The annual 
writing assessment is a component of the 
North Carolina Testing Program. At its July 
meeting, the State Board of Education 
agreed to drop the writing assessment scores 
from the ABCs accountability model for the 
2001-02 school year. In the same motion, 
the Board also agreed to pilot the analytical 
scoring method for the writing assessments 
at grades 4, 7 and 10 in the 2002-03 school 
year; to add writing back to the ABCs 
performance composite in 2003-04 and to 
include writing in the performance 
composite and in the growth calculations of 
the ABCs in 2004-05. The measurement of 
writing in North Carolina ensures that 
writing as a basic skill is emphasized in 
every classroom throughout each student’s 
academic experience. Such an emphasis 
provides each student with a solid 
foundation in written communication in 
preparation for the competitive and global 
marketplace of the twenty-first century. 

The writing assessment was first added to 
the North Carolina Testing Program in 
1983-84 to place a greater emphasis on 
writing statewide. Initially, writing was 
measured in grades 6 and 9. In 1985-86, the 
writing assessment at grade 9 was moved to 
grade 8. English II, an end-of-course writing 
assessment that focuses on world literature 
other than literature from the United States 
and Great Britain, was added to the 
statewide testing program in 1991-92. In 
1992-93, the annual assessment of writing 
was expanded again to include the 
measurement of narrative writing at grade 4. 
In response to the reorganization of public 
education in North Carolina and the ABCs, 
in 1995-96 the statewide testing program 
was reduced. The assessment of writing was 
reduced from grades 4, 6, 8, and 10 (English 



n) to grades 4 (narrative), 7 (expository or 
point-of-view), and 10 (expository). In 
2001-02, grade 10 (English II) was offered 
on a local option basis. 

The 2001-02 Report of Student Performance 
in Writing provides a longitudinal, 
comprehensive compendium of student 
performance data in the area of writing. The 
report was generated using aggregate student 
data from North Carolina public schools, 
including charter schools, and provides 
information regai'ding student performance 
at the state level at each of the score points 
for grades 4 and 7. In addition, state-level 
performance is reported by the percentages 
of students scoring at or above 2.5 in grades 
4 and 7 (student perfomiance standard), by 
gender, ethnicity, and category of disability. 
State-level results are also reported showing 
how well students are able to apply standard 
language conventions in their writing at 
grades 4 and 7 using -f’s and -’s. Also 
included in the report are results by LEA 
(stem and leaf) and charts providing the 
percentages of students scoring at each of 
the score points and the percentages of 
students scoring at or above 2.5 for grades 4 
and 7. The specific focused holistic score 
scales and sample student responses 
representing each of the score points are also 
included in this report. 

The purpose of this report is to provide 
information about the level of student 
performance in the area of writing based on 
results from the annual on-demand writing 
sample required during the North Carolina 
Writing Assessment at grades 4 and 7. 
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North Carolina 2001-02 Report of Student Performance in Writing 

Grades 4 and 7 

Overview • The North Carolina Assessment of Writing was administered 

statewide in March 2002 to all students in grades 4 and 7. The writing 
assessment at grade 4 measured students’ composing skills in the 
narrative mode while the assessment at grade 7 measured the 
expository mode. Student responses at both grades were scored using 
a four-point scale. 

Findings • Student performance in writing decreased this year at grades 4 and 7 

when compared to student performance in 2000-01. However, at both 
grades, the percentage of students using correct language conventions 
increased dramatically. 

• At grade 4, approximately 46.8 percent of all students tested statewide 
achieved a score of 2.5 or greater (the standard) compared to 68.8 
percent in 2000-01. On writing conventions, 70.6 percent of the 
students were rated competent by both scorers as compared to the 
previous year’s 41.9 percent. 

• At grade 7, approximately 62.9 percent of all students tested statewide 
achieved a score of 2.5 or greater (the standard) compared to 73.2 
percent in 2000-01. On writing conventions, 75.9 percent of the 
students were rated competent by both, scorers as compared to the 
previous year’s 74.1 percent. 

• At both grades, higher percentages of female students than male 
students received the top writing scores. 

• At grade 4, a greater percentage of Asian students (55.1%) achieved a 
score of 2.5 or higher, followed by the percentage of White students 
(53.3%), Multi-Racial students (46.9%), Other students (44.3%), 
American Indian students (42.5%), Hispanic students (38.9%), and 
Black students (35.5%). 

• At grade 7, the proportion of Asian students (70.9%) receiving higher 
writing scores was slightly greater than the proportion of White 
students (70.1%). Multi-Racial students (61.2%) had the next largest 
proportion receiving higher scores, followed by the proportions of 
Other students (55.5%), American Indian students (53.8%), Hispanic 
students (53.5%), and Black students (49.7%). 
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What is the 

Writing 

Assessment? 



• While schools are diligently preparing students to meet more 
rigorous academic standards in reading, mathematics, and writing, 
there still is variation in performance among students, classrooms, 
and ethnic groups. 

• Our continuing challenge is to emphasize and focus more on 
communication skills in the classroom. Whether oral, visual, or 
written, effective communication skills are the results of active 
learning and frequent use of higher level thinking skills. The State 
Board of Education has reaffirmed its belief that writing is a basic 
skill that must continue to be emphasized in every classroom by 
including the assessment of writing as a component of the ABCs 
Accountability Program. 

• Table 3 on page 14 depicts percentages of students in the state 
scoring at or above the standard of 2.5 at grades 4 and 7 for the 
1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01, and 2001-02 school 
years. A disaggregation by ethnicity and gender is also provided. 

• The annual writing assessment, a component of the North Carolina 
Testing Program, is a state-mandated on-demand assessment of 
student performance in writing at grades 4 and 7. 

• The writing assessment was added to the North Carolina Testing 
Program in 1983-84 to place a greater emphasis on writing 
statewide. The revised North Carolina Standard Course of Study 
(SCS) emphasizes writing as a basic skill that can be improved with 
appropriate emphasis. The measurement of writing ensured that 
ample time and resources are allotted for the development in the 
classroom. 



• The writing assessment measures students’ skills in two different 
modes of writing. Students in grade 4 are asked to write a narrative 
composition (personal or imaginative), and students in grade 7 are 
asked to write an expository (clarification or point-of-view) 
composition. 



How is the 
Writing 
Assessment 
Administered? 



On the day of testing the teacher removes from a sealed envelope 
individual copies of a writing prompt. At each grade the writing 
prompt provides instructions that set forth the task. Each student has 
seventy-five minutes to write a composition in response to the 
prompt. Scheduled extended time may be allotted to students with 
special needs or students with limited language proficiency, if 
appropriate. 
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How is the 
Writing Test 
Administered? 
(continued) 



• The prompt requires students to apply their knowledge and skills in 
language to demonstrate their ability to communicate information in 
writing. In response to the prompt, students in grade 4 must write a 
narrative composition, students in grade 7 are required to write an 
expository or point-of-view composition. 



How are Scores 
Reported? 



What is the 
Expected 
Standard for 
Writing? 



How are the 

Compositions 

Scored? 



Each year students’ scored compositions, student and classroom 
scores, and scoring guides are returned to all fourth and seventh grade 
teachers several weeks after scoring. Teachers are encouraged to use 
the scoring guides along with the student responses to acquire a better 
understanding of the scoring criteria and to interpret scores to students 
and parents. 

Each year summary scores are returned to each school and school 
system in the state. 

The expected standard for writing at grades 4 and 7 is the mid-point 
score of 2.5 or above on a four-point scale. This standard represents 
an achievable level and quality of writing that can be reached with 
effective instruction. 

By achieving a score of 2.5 or above, a student has demonstrated a 
reasonable command of the particular mode of writing assessed. 

The score of 2.5 is the current grade level standard that is also 
reported as the accountability indicator. 

Each student composition is scored by two independent readers. The 
composition is assigned either a 1-4 or Non-Scorable score by each 
reader. For responses where the two scores are discrepant by a single 
score point, a mid-point score is assigned to the student’s response. 
For example, a student may receive a 2.5 as a score. 



There were 101,554 fourth grade public school student papers which were scored by two readers 
and rescored by the scoring director if the reader's differed by more than one point on the four- 
point scale. Perfect agreement is obtained when two independent readers attribute identical 
scores to the same response. Adjacent agreement is obtained when two independent readers 
assign scores that are adjacent, i.e., 1 and 2. The scores are then averaged, i.e., 1.5. Resolution is 
required when two independent readers assign scores that are two score points apart, i.e., 1 and 3. 
In this instance a third read is required which becomes a true score of the student response. The 
agreement rate of the readers is shown below in Table 1 . 

Table 1 

Fourth Grade Reader Agreement Status 



Total Public 
School Papers 
101,554 



Perfect Agreement 
Percent 
78.9 



Adjacent Agreement 
Percent 
21.0 



Resolution Required 
Percent 
0.1 
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How are the 
Compositions 

Scored? (continued) 

The 70 percent criterion rate for perfect agreement required by the State Board of Education was 
exceeded and the resolutions required were few. 

There were 101,425 seventh grade public school student papers which were scored by two readers 
and rescored by the scoring director if the readers differed by more than one point on the four- 
point scale. The agreement rate of the readers is shown below in Table 2. 

Table 2 

Seventh Grade Reader Agreement Status 

Total Public Perfect Agreement Adjacent Agreement Resolution Required 

School Papers Percent Percent Percent 

101,425 80.6 19.4 0.0 

The 70 percent criterion rate for perfect agreement required by the State Board of Education was 
exceeded and the resolutions required were few. 



• The assigned score point reflects each student’s performance with 
respect to a set of predetermined criteria for each score point (focused 
holistic scoring). The score points define the student’s command of the 
mode of writing required. A generic score scale follows that is applied 
across modes and grades: 

• NS = Student response is not readable or composition is 
otherwise unscorable. 

• 1 = Student response exhibits a lack of command of the mode 
of writing. 

• 2 = Student response exhibits a weak command of the mode of 
writing. 

• 3 = Student response exhibits a reasonable command of the 
mode of writing. 

• 4 = Student response exhibits a strong command of the mode 
of writing. 

• The quality of each composition is determined by considering the 
following characteristics: (1) main idea, (2) supportive details, (3) 
organization, and (4) coherence. A focused holistic score is assigned to 
each student’s response based on these characteristics. 

• A second, independent score evaluates the student’s performance with 
respect to the use of standard English conventions, i.e., grammar, 
spelling, usage, and sentence formation). This score is reported as a “+” 
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How are the 
Compositions 
Scored? 
(continued) 



Results of the 
Writing 
Assessment at 
Grade 4 



or The “+” response exhibits an acceptable level of skills in 
sentence formation, usage, and mechanics; the response does not 
exhibit an acceptable level of skills in these areas. 

Each year the same scoring criteria and score point scale or standards 
are used as were used in previous years. However, the scoring guides 
are tailored to fit a particular prompt and the anchor papers (i.e., papers 
used to exemplify score point standards) are selected to coiTespond to 
the prompt administered for a given year. 

Students in the fourth grade were asked to write a personal narrative 
composition in response to the following prompt: 

Think about a time you had a great day at school. Write a story about 
a time you had a great day at school. 

Readers scored 101,554 public school responses for grade 4. The 
scores show that 46.8 percent of the fourth graders wrote well enough 
to score at or above the standard of 2.5. This represents a dramatic 
decrease of 22.0 percentage points from the 68.8 percent who achieved 
this level in 2000-01. About 2.9 percent of the fourth graders received 
the highest scores of 3.5 and 4.0 in comparison to 4.8 percent last year, 
and 3.9 percent received the lowest scores of 1.0 and 1.5 compared to 
3.1 percent in 2000-01. In 2001-02, less than one percent (0.2) of the 
papers had problems which made them non-scorable. 

Figure 3 on page 15 depicts the distribution of narrative composition 
scores for grade 4 across the years of administration (see also Table 4, 
page 17). 

This year, a bout 70.6 percent of fourth-graders received a double-plus 
(+ +) rating for conventions in comparison to 41.9 percent in 2000-01. 
This year, about 20.4 percent obtained a plus-minus rating (+ -) in 
comparison to 31.0 percent last year. This year, about 9.1 percent were 
assigned a double-minus rating ( — ) as compared to about 27.1 percent 
in 2000-01. 



Performance of 
Subgroups at 
Grade 4 



• Gender. Approximately 52.9 percent of the female students scored at 
or above the standard of 2.5 compared to 41.0 percent for male 
students. 

• Ethnicity. About 55.1 percent of Asian students scored at or above 2.5 
compared to 53.3 percent of the White students, 46.9 percent of Multi- 
Racial students, 44.3 percent of Other students, 42.5 percent of 
American Indian students, 38.9 percent of Hispanic students, and 35.5 
percent of Black students (see Figure 5, page 19). 
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• Table 3 on page 14 shows the percentages of students at or above the 
standard of 2.5 for each subgroup. 

• Table 6 on page 20 shows the percentages of students at each score 
point for students with disabilities and limited English proficiency. 



Assessment 
Observations at 
Grade 4 



Results 
of the Writing 
Assessment at 
Grade 7 



• At grade 4, scores dramatically decreased compared to student ■ 
performance in 2000-01. Common weaknesses among responses 
scored 1 or 2 were: 

• rambling, two-page responses in which the writer failed to 
maintain focus on the main idea, 

• a general lack of narrowing of the writer’s focus on “a time 
you had a great day at school,” 

• a listing of multiple events within a day with little or no 
elaboration, and 

• lengthy, repetitive details (e.g., similes) which added little in 
the way of development. 

• Seventh graders were asked to write a well-organized point-of-view 
composition on the topic below: 

Think about the person you admire the most. Name this person and 
explain why you admire him/her the most. 

• The 2001-02 school year is the seventh year that the writing test has 
been administered in grade 7. The readers scored 101,425 seventh- 
grade expository compositions. The scores showed that 62.9 percent of 
the seventh graders wrote well enough to score at or above the 2.5 
standard compared to 73.2 percent who scored at this level on an 
expository composition in 2000-01. About 2.9 percent of the seventh 
graders scored 4.0 and 3.5 while 7.3 percent of seventh graders 
obtained these scores in 2000-01. About 2.7 percent scored 1.0 or 1.5 
this year, and 3.4 percent received these scores in 2000-01. In the 
2001-02 school year, less than one percent (0.2) of the papers had 
problems which made them non-scorable. 

• Figure 4 on page 16 depicts the distribution of grade 7 composition 
scores across the years of administration (see also Table 5, page 18). 

• This year, about 75.9 percent of seventh graders were assigned a 
double-plus (+ +) for their use of standard English conventions as 
compared to 74.1 percent in 2000-01. The plus-minus rating (+ -) was 
assigned to 15.5 percent of the papers in comparison to 18.2 percent in 
2000-01. This year, about 8.6 percent were rated with the double- 
minus ( — ) as compared to about 7.7 percent of seventh-grade students 
in 2000-01. 
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Performance of 
Subgroups at 
Grade 7 



Assessment 
Observations at 
Grade 7 
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• Gender. Approximately 68.4 percent of the female students scored at 
or above the standard (2.5) compared to 57.6 percent of the males. 

• Ethnicity. About 70.9 percent of the Asian students scored at or above 
the standard of 2.5 compared to 70.1 percent of the White students, 
61.2 percent for Multi-Racial students, 55.5 percent of the Other 
students, 53.8 percent of American Indian students, 53.5 percent of the 
Hispanic students, and 49.7 percent of the Black students (see Figure 6, 
page 19). 

• Table 3 on page 14 shows the percentages of students at or above the 
standard of 2.5 for each subgroup. 

• Table 6 on page 20 shows the percentages of students at each score 
point for students with disabilities and limited English proficiency. 

• At grade 7, scores decreased compared to student performance in 
2000-01. Common weaknesses seen among the responses that were not 
successful were: 

• a heavy reliance on the formulaic, five-paragraph, three- 
reason response, whether students had three solid 
reasons supporting why they admired their selected 
person or not, 

• this resulted many times in circular reasoning 

• a number of responses were observed in range- 
finding in which if one were to remove all the 
repetitive “formula” sentences” (e.g., “My first 
reason is...,” “That is my second reason why...” 

“ In conclusion, my reasons were. . .”), only 3-5 
sentences remained in the entire essay, 

• responses lacked cohesion between sentences and a 
progression of ideas within the paragraph(s), and 

• elaboration, when provided, was generally minimal 
and/or confusing. 
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2001-02 

North Carolina 
Writing Assessment 
Grades 4 and 7 

State-Level Summary Statistics 



The following charts provide state-level summary statistics. The number tested at each grade 
level and the percentage of students scoring at each of the focused holistic score point values are 
provided. Longitudinal data of performance by gender and ethnicity, the performance of 
students with disabilities, and the performance of students identified as limited English proficient 
are also provided. The percent of students achieving the accountability standard of 2.5 is 
provided for all categories. 
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Figure 1. North Carolina Testing Program 
Annual Writing Assessment, 1996-97 to 2001-02 
Percent of Students Scoring At or Above the Standard of 2.5 

Grade 4 




Figure 2. Noith Carolina Testing Program 
Annual Writing Assessment, 1996-97 to 2001-02 
Percent of Students Scoring At or Above the Standard of 2.5 

Grade 7 
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Table 3. North Carolina Testing Program 
Annual Writing Assessment, 1996-97 to 2001-02 
Percent of Students At or Above the Standard of 2.5 
Grades 4 and 7 
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Percent of students is based on the number, of students in fourth grade or the number of students in seventh grade. 
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Figure 3. North Carolina Testing Program 
Aimual Writing Assessment, 1996-97 to 2001-02 
Distribution of Narrative Writing Scores 
Grade 4 
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Figure 4 Nortii Carolina Testing Program 
Annual Writing Assessment, 1996-97 to 2001-02 
Distribution of Writing Scores 
Grade 7 
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Table 4. North Carolina Testing Program 
Annual Writing Assessment, 1996-97 to 2001-02 
Distribution of Narrative Writing Scores Across Years 

Grade 4 
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Table 5. North Carolina Testing Program 
Annual Writing Assessment, 1996-97 to 2001-02 
Distribution of Writing Scores Across Years 
Grade 7 
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Figure 5. North Carolina Testing Program 
Annual Writing Assessment, 2000-01 to 2001-02 
Percent of Students Scoring At or Above the Standard of 2.5 
Grade 4, by Ethnicity 

55VA 



Multi-Racial 



Other 



American Indian 



Hispanic 



Black 



State Average 




"I r 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% S0% 90% 

Percent Proficient 



□ 



2000-01 



2001-02 



Figure 6. Noitli Carolina Testing Program 
Aimual Writing Assessment, 2000-01 to 2001-02 
Percent of Students Scoring At or Above the Standard of 2.5 
Grade 7. bv Etlmicitv 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



in the "All Studems with Disabilities" section. 

Prepared by the NCDPl Division of Accountability Services/Testing Section. 
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Table 7a. 2001-02 North Carolina Alternate Assessment Academic Inventory (NCAAAI) 
Statewide Performance of On-Level' Students in Writing 



Category 


Number of 
Students^ 


Percent of 
All 

Students^ 


Percent at 
Level 1 


Percent at 
Level 11 


Percent at 
Level 111 


Percent at 
Level IV 


Percent At 
or Above 
Level 111 


Percent 

Achieving 

Growth 


Percent Not 
Achieving 
Growth 


All Students 


2,457 


100.0 


57.5 


34.7 


7.3 


0.5 


7.9 


74.4 


25.6 


Gender 


















• 


Female 


756 


30.8 


54.1 


36.1 


9.0 


0.8 


9.8 


76.5 


23.5 


Male 


1,701 


69.2 


59.0 


34.0 


6.6 


■ 0.4 


7.0 


73.4 


26.6 


Ethnicity 












- 








American Indian 


108 


4.4 


51.9 


38.0 


10.2 




10.2 


73.1 


26.9 


Asian 


19 


0.8 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


♦ 


Black 


1,250 


50.9 


55.0 


35.9 


8.5 


0.6 


9.0 


74.4 


25.6 


Hispanic 


110 


4.5 


60.0 


35.5 


4.5 


* 


4.5 


77.3 


111 


Multi-Racial 


27 


1.1 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


White 


941 


38.3 


60.6 


32.9 


5.8 


0.6 


6.5 


74.3 


25.7 


Other 


1 


0.0 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


Not Exceptional"* 


5 


0.2 


* 


♦ 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


All Students >vith Disabilities 


2,456 


100.0 


57.5 


34.7 


7.3 


0.5 


7.9 


74.4 


25.6 


Behaviorally-Emotionally Disabled 


1 19 


4.8 


50.4 


39.5 


9.2 


0.8 


10.1 


74.8 


25.2 


Hearing Impaired 


.19 


0.8 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


Educable Mentally Disabled 


1,400 


57.0 


59.1 


34.1 


6.5 


0.3 


6.8 


74.5 


25.5 


Specific Learning Disabled"* 


501 


20.4 


44.5 


42.5 


12.4 


0.6 


13.0 


82.8 


17.2 


LD Reading 


623 


25.4 


49.9 


37.6 


12.0 


0.5 


12.5 


80.9 


19.1 


LD Mathematics 


451 


18.4 


51.4 


38.4 


9.5 


0.7 


10.2 


82.7 


17.3 


LD Written Expression 


637 


25.9 


48.7 


39.1 


11.8 


0.5 


12.2 


81.9 


18.1 


LD Other 


15 


0.6 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


Speech-Language Impaired 


10 


0.4 




* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


Visually Impaired 


7 


0.3 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


Other Health Impaired 


178 


7.2 


56.2 


37.1 


5.6 


1.1 


6.7 


78.1 


21.9 


Orthopedically Impaired 


13 


0.5 


* 


* 


* 


* 




* 


* 


Traumatic Brain Injured 


11 


0.4 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


Autistic 


69 


2.8 


76.8 


21.7 


1.4 


* 


1.4 


52.2 


47.8 


Severely/Profoundly Mentally Disabled 


1 


0.0 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


♦ 


* 


Multihandicapped 


38 


1.5 


76.3 


23.7 


* 


* 


* 


55.3 


44.7 


Trainable Mentally Disabled 


86 


3.5 


88.4 


11.6 


* 


* 


* 


41.9 


58.1 


Section 504 


4 


0.2 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


Limited English Proficient 


45 


1.8 


62.2 


35.6 


2.2 


* 


2.2 


82.2 


17.8 


Not Served by Title 1 


1,184 


48.2 


62.0 


32.1 


5.7 


0.2 


5.9 


73.7 


26.3 


Schoolwide Title I Program 


1,210 


49.2 


52.3 


37.9 


8.9 


0.9 


9.8 


76.0 


24.0 


Targeted Assistance 


46 


1.9 


67.4 


23.9 


. 8.7 


♦ 


8.7 


56.5 


43.5 


Migrant 


21 


0.9 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


Grade 


4 


1,505 


61.3 


55.1 


36.3 


8.0 


0.5 


8.5 


76.9 


23.1 


7 


952 


38.7 


61.1 


32.0 


6.3 


0.5 


6.8 


70.3 


29.7 



Notes: ' On-level students are assessed at their assigned grade level. 

^Number of on-level students with complete information for assigned grade, assessed grade, level, and growth indicator. 

^"Percent of All Students" within a category may not add up to 100.0 percent due to rounding or blanks. 

"^Inconsistencies in numbers reported are due to errors in coding on student answer sheets. 

*Data are not reported for categories with fewer than thirty students. 

When summed, subgroup N counts may not match the "All Students" N count because of incomplete coding on some student answer sheets. 
The total of "All Students with Disabilities" includes Section 504. 

Data received from LEAs and charter schools after August 1 6, 2002 are not included in this table. 

Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/Testing Section. 
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Figure 7b. 2001-02 North Carolina Alternate Assessment Academic Inventory (NCAAAI) 

Student Participation in On-Level’ Writing 
By Gender and Ethnicity 




Percent Participation 



Notes: ‘For the NCAAAI, students participate at or below the assigned grade level. On-level students are assessed at their assigned grade level. 
Data received from LEAs and charter schools after August 16, 2002 are not included in this figure. 

Prepared by the NCDPl Division of Accountability Services/Testing Section. 
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2001-02 

North Carolina 
Writing Assessment 
Grades 4 and 7 
Copies of the Grades 4 and 7 
Sample Student Responses 



The following pages provide copies of sample student responses from grades 4 and 7. 
The score point for each response and an annotation explaining the score are provided on 
each composition. 
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Grade 4 Narrative 
Composition 
Focused Holistic 
Score Scale 



Score Point 4 - The response exhibits a strong command of narrative 
writing. The response is focused and has an effective sequencing of 
events and a clear progression of ideas. The writer provides specific, 
relevant details to support ideas. The composition is unified and well 
elaborated. The writer’s organization provides a clear strategy or 
controlled plan; the composition progresses logically and has a sense of 
overall completeness. 



Score Point 3 - The response exhibits a reasonable command of 
narrative writing. The response is focused and establishes progression 
of ideas and events although minor lapses in focus and progression may 
be present. The composition contains elaboration and support in the 
form of specific details. The composition may have minor weaknesses 
in coherence. The writer’s organization provides a reasonable sense of 
logical progression and overall completeness. 



Score Point 2 - The response exhibits a weak command of narrative 
writing. The response exhibits some progression of ideas and events 
and provides some elaboration and support. The elaboration is relevant 
but may be flawed. The composition may not be evenly elaborated, 
having a list-like quality with concrete supporting details. The 
composition may have little connection between a controlling idea and 
supporting details relevant to development. 



Score Point 1 - The response exhibits a lack of command of narrative 
writing. There is evidence that the writer has read the prompt and 
attempted to respond to it. The writer may attempt to support ideas, but 
there may be no sense of strategy or control, or the writer may exhibit 
skeletal control but the response is too sparse to be scored higher than a 
“1.” The response may not sustain focus on the topic, may lack clarity, 
and/or may have an inappropriate strategy. 

NS - This code may be used for compositions that are entirely illegible 
or otherwise unscorable: blank responses, responses written in a foreign 
language, restatement of the prompt, and responses that are off topic or 
incoherent. The Scoring Director must approve the use of “NS.” 
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Wnte {he final copy of your atoiy here. 



d ^ T h4d n-l' Ccl/Xf l 






i 



v<jo'^ '^W/V iyCfii^n</Hpr l)/r/i\Pf‘,^ 



a:<, k^i if! 1) I 'fy> 



gff,'/) 



UJsL 



Ai,j t.f .C( ^ipr(\tf»(\ ! 



Score Point 1 : 

The writer has seen the prompt and attempts to respond. The narrative introduces the topic and lists one event 
that is repeated (“...I hit a homerun...to hit again I hit another homerun.”). The response is too sparse to be 
scored higher than a “ 1.” 
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Write tiie final copy of yoiir istoiy here. 









iCoC -iitir > 


% ■ i • . ■ • ■ ' ( 1 • ■■ — ■ ' ’’."T 

\ tpu.r clos'y • Ocdlt^f ( \ATe^ j. -f- 


C<L)hr\ r-vVV^O|\S, TVe-’fv tjJ^ V\o.A CaryA^-l 


-Oti'T \i£/l(ouJ ,, 73lJV tfOr»A 4 "U^q hJcvt 


/ ■ ■ ■•vj ‘ 


"WnP.W uoe.- NsQci. fk. Z^(Jk 


vi“N^5iv^» !..'»«-■ flO\\Ac "Va^ Ao . iTvCO \ o nA 


OJUo^cf. 1 lA Arn UJV\(^ a^T-4-fvr^ CaJ_£,4 Lrt • 


Tl\£.n 4 AaC_ 4Jl-ucd Otw\ vx<N go VNacV^ c^iJ^ 


\rtvt;t DAbO/L /iAnjy. %f't /^jCifcV-erS: c?yA <^r,J ^ 


Ure nrt4 . ^loAi. ClauL 


' ■ N ( J ^ ^ 

:tW<v.iV< We. W/j u r<^ . 


Ja) Am a \v, *aA oWciAGsd \n cxr y ^ 




*TVc .(o^-l' "UiA«t (a) 6 o/ r>< COg./c_lrv 


ywovj(4^ 1 VJ'R ooi^CiOttrvv 0.yvJ /^j..t/ .Q^r~ 


rLefzU. \a.)C r^^leci'4cJ UiO Jiu^. eJ J- M/a L-<^y 


P ,j.irtt*\l , Ule. l^j t/ ^ 4-p) 


fl#hr 4v% 


c3 * T ^ 



Score Point 2: 

The response exhibits some progression of ideas and events (“First we had these contests...Then we get...’ 
but the events are presented in a list-like fashion. 
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Write’the’final copy” dif your story iere. 



1 he: Sch 


r.r.1 Bcxi? Ev'erl 


yJJo anix ■ 


• Mk- m-cT yccx v/^vv/ r iinfS-H 




T - T a' 1\L 1 I 

DTgT5lI<p:tPD( 


Wav' - ^ 


^ rvf clqc 


i X Kg<l^al\/ Vv^ 


rrwj r L v<.<v \Jhcri X 


^<a+ /’rl-VU 


\ s'fHtnc) od \JCscy 




ill)?. 


^ tjorl^ Tlp> .cvvovjPX'ci>.'fe -box/ Qfivl'Kina/r. . ' . • ^ 


QfH'i'jr A "fklA3 hoixCjS fi ( 


jZAVI me ephyX* 


ciidrA' iXtryg '{n S’'iU 


Jt/eA 1 i6 irt ^m'lTvirfe tAC>ou.\g< 


ak oJ^ ak l 4o p/c^v 




fi^^f^’i'bnrvewV X *S<u\A X *A l6V^ "fc>. L^ q ^ v fe- 1 


. kn<vjL> -<omianc ) < 


r>Vf. Or\<d '4-' Oja 


nrA^. \J^ ^:/A\/^^y / /^rvxkcv 


U/e. '^6 rKacVx'fiA'Tt'; . Hfir.hf \ aojd — 


T1 Xfe at<f. /ancV\ Xori^-rfin^'T 


(AytoI 'hx\k’^a! q)ooli'\‘ - gtrvg/ KoU) ^ 


/L)<r- cjofLr€. ka\/.ir\o 


rvi^+lv-cxf^y I'lJi- . • 


cnTr^ - qt«».- I ki /i' hkoA 




•_ ... i*' 


■.;40 


'ScwN \i“ X/rr\iZ."^<b Q 


Q hoy^. Ve /vplpfpJ — ii — 


ann’/A^/ Q-pt" A/icK<Lr/lMD i^Ackc)'VA-^v*>‘^ 


•*^Jn IJ. StJL. ~VtoOk.X omorrooi 


flnrJ -f'.i/fhlV vy^v"V 


; teir.hcl an<^( T r\r^ i^hlj 


be:5f Tr-lpv)dkJhct''daLyJ /nri^ Sckdal 


|i>y A-WZ £Vfc-r 


haJ, — __ — ^ ^ 1 



Score Point 3: 



The response is focused on meeting a best friend and establishes a progression of ideas and events (“...A 
couple of years ago...When I sat down... After a few hours...”)- Specific details are present (“too neveres to 
say anything.. .reses is in 5 minutes...”) and the writer’s organization provides a reasonable sense of overall 
completeness. 
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tVrite the final copy of your story here. 



\AiV\e\n- T. Vliacyi or\ aV SV«(r\>^ . 
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AAvir- h/*’ar^ A^3u:>e\£^ n.oA vCAkr VooAAWs A^W 


-eY^ lift Mf acQ<s^ a< uof CL^^VvabrA^cJ- Vi -Cur\ AUVcA 


da^ 
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Score Point 4: 

The response is focused on a field day and provides a logical sequence of events (“...It all began. ..As the 
students began arriving.. .Before long...”)- The writer includes specific, relevant details to support ideas (“new 
glow in the dark camaflouge canteen.. .ice cold homemade lemonade.. .cans were filled with ice cold water...”). 
The response has a sense of overall completeness. 



dest copy available 



30 




2001-02 Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4 and 7 



Grade 7 Narrative 
Composition 
Focused Holistic 
Score Scale 



Score Point 4 - The response exhibits a strong command of expository 
writing. The writer has focused on the subject matter and has provided 
specific, relevant reasons and details to support reasons as a means of 
elaboration. The writer’s organization provides a clear strategy or 
controlled plan with a clear sense of logical progression and overall 
completeness. The composition is coherent. 



Score Point 3 - The response exhibits a reasonable command of 
expository writing. The writer has focused on the subject matter and 
given reasons to support the main idea. Some responses contain a few 
well-elaborated reasons or more reasons with less elaboration. The 
writer’s organization provides a reasonable sense of logical progression. 
The response is generally coherent and complete overall, although 
minor weaknesses are present. 



Score Point 2 - The response exhibits a weak command of expository 
writing. The writer has focused on the subject matter and given at least 
one or two reasons or else a list of reasons with little or no elaboration. 
These responses may be poorly organized and may not establish a 
logical progression, but some sense of strategy exists. Some responses 
introduce reasons and ideas which are not explained or related to the 
subject matter, causing the reader to have to make inferences. 

Score Point 1 - The response exhibits a lack of command of expository 
writing. There is evidence that the writer has seen and attempted to 
respond to the prompt. However, the response may not sustain focus on 
the topic. The writer may attempt to support ideas, but there may be no 
sense of strategy or control. Many responses exhibit skeletal control but 
the response is too sparse to be scored higher than a “1.” 

NS - This code may be used for compositions that are entirely illegible 
or otherwise unscorable: blank responses, responses written in a foreign 
language, restatement of the prompt, and responses that are off topic or 
incoherent. The Scoring Director must approve the use of “NS.” 
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" Write^ the final copy of your composition here. 
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Score Point 1 : 

The writer selects Michael Jordan and provides several unelaborated reasons. There is no sense of strategy 
or control. 
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Score Point 2: 

The writer selects “my sister, Angelica” and provides a list of reasons with little or no elaboration. 
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Score Point 3: 

The writer selects Michael Jordan and provides three reasons (“...never gave up. ..cared for 
every one... didn’t do drugs...’’) with some specific elaboration. The writer’s organization provides a 
reasonable sense of logical progression. 
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Score Point 4: 

The writer selects “mom” and the response is focused, organized, and provides three clear reasons (“...a 
very hard worker...very caring... takes me places...”). The writer provides a clear strategy, ideas progress 
logically, and the composition is complete overall. 
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2001-02 

North Carolina 
Writing Assessment 
Grades 4 and 7 

Regional by LEA Performance 



Tables 8 through 13 provide the number of students tested, percentage of students at each score 
point, and the percentage scoring at or above the standard of 2.5 for each of the LEAs by region 
(former six Technical Assistance Centers configurations). Performance by ethnicity is also 
provided for each LEA. 
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Table 8. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 2001-02, Grade 4, 
Percent of Students Scoring At or Above 2,5, by LEA 



State 


Percent 


2002 LEA Performance 




100 


Quest Academy** 




92 


Magellan** 




87 


Mountain Community** 




83 


Francine Delany** 




82 


Vance Charter** 




75 


Lincoln Charter** 




73 


Cape Fear Center** 




71 


Yancey 




70 


Metrolina** 


2001 State 


69 


Surry 




68 


Avery ^ 




67 


Millennium** 




65 


C.G. Woodson**, Greensboro Academy**, Summit Charter** 




64 


Chapel Hill-Cairboro City 




63 


Brevard Academy**, Lincoln 




62 


Buncombe 




61 


Asheville City, Chatham Charter**, Elkin City, Moore, River Mill Charter** 




60 


Bridges**, Kings Mountain City 




59 


Gaston, Iredell-Statesville, Newton Conover City 




58 


Transylvania 


2000 State 


57 


Jackson 




56 


Alamancc-Burlington, Cherokee, Phoenix Academy** 


1999 State 


55 


Stokes, Union 




54 


Alexander, Caswell, Chatham, New Hanover, Orange, Roanoke Rapids City, Rowan Academy**, Wake 


1995 State 


53 


Arapahoe**, Guilford, Kannapolis City 


1996,1998 State 


52 


Alleghany, Burke, Evergreen Community**, Watauga 




51 


Davidson, Forsyth Academies**, Hickory City, Pamlico, Polk 




50 


Cabarrus, Clinton City, Davie, Durham, Piedmont Community** 


1997 State 


49 


Catawba, Duplin, Franklin Academy**, Lee, Pender, Scotland 




48 


Currituck, Hoke, Mitchell 


2002 State 


47 


Anson, Ashe, Asheboro City, Charlotte/Mecklenburg, Cleveland, Hyde, Tiller School**, Winston-Salcm/Forsyth 




46 


Carteret, Columbus, Northeast Raleigh** 




45 


Maureen Joy**, Rutherford, Wilkes 




44 


Beaufort, Lenoir, Macon 




43 


Caldwell, Craven, Shelby City, Tyrrell 




42 


Cumberland, Granville, Johnston, Jones, Randolph 




41 


ArtSpace Charter**, Brunswick, Henderson, Nash-Rocky Mount, Robeson, Thomasville City, Wilson 




40 


Camden, Harnett, Lexington City, Onslow, Rowan-Salisbury, Stanly 




39 


Graham, Mount Airy City, Richmond, Yadkin 




38 


Moorcsvillc City, Wayne 




37 


Franklin 




36 


Carter Community**, Rockingham, Union Academy**, Whiteville City 




35 


Elizabeth City/Pasquotank, Gates, Halifax, Haywood, McDowell, Person, Pitt, Sugar Creek** 


1994 State 


34 


Englemann**, Madison 




33 


Bladen, Dare, East Wake Academy**, Sampson 




32 


Bertie, S.B. Howard** 




31 


Suceess Institute** 




30 


Hertford, Northampton, Sterling Montessori** 




29 


Washington Montessori** 




28 


Clay, Haliwa-Saponi Tribal**, Rocky Mt Charter Public**, Swain, Vance 




27 


Community Charter** 




26 


Weldon City 




25 


Montgomery, Orange Co. Charter**, STARS** 




24 


American Renaissance**, Greene, Guilford SABIS** 


1993 State 


23 


Edgecombe, Martin, Warren 




22 


Washington 




20 


Grandfather Academy** 




19 


Eden ton/Chowan 




18 


Bethel Hill**, Omuteko Gwamaziima** 




17 


Perquimans, Research Triangle** 




14 


Hope Elementary**, The Learning Center** 




10 


SPARC Academy** 




9 


Turning Point** 




8 


Children’s Village Academy**, Village Charter** 




5 


PreEminent** 




4 


Healthy Start** 




3 


Clover Garden** 




0 


East Winston Primary**, Quality Education**, Stanly Co. Community** 




* 


Crossnore Academy**, Woods Charter** 



Notes; *Data arc not reported where number tested is fewer than five. 



**Dcnolcs a charter school. For reporting purposes the eharter sehool name has been abbreviated; the eomplete eharter sehool name ean be found in the Appendix. 
A narrative writing prompt is administered eaeh year. The pereent of students seoring 2.5 or better is determined by using the Aeeountability Standard formula, 
whieh is the sum of students seoring 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, and 4.0 divided by the total number tested, rounded to the nearest whole number. 

Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Scrviccs/Tcsting Section. 
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Table 9. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 2001-02, Grade 7, 
Percent of Students Scoring At or Above 2,5, by LEA 



State 


Percent 


2002 LEA Performance | 




93 


Mount Airy City I 




89 


Ashe 




87 


Lake Norman** 




86 


Avery 




83 


Transylvania 




82 


Hickory City 




80 


Catawba, Newton Conover City 




79 


Watauga 




77 


Davie, Union 




76 


Chapel Hill-Carrboro City, Stokes 




75 


Iredell-Statesville 




74 


Bladen, Brevard Academy**, Burke, Cabarrus, Caswell, Chatham, Cherokee, Gates, Yancey 


2001 State 


73 


Buncombe, Moore, Surry 


2000 State 


72 


Camden, Davidson, Mooresville City 




71 


Clinton City, Gaston, Graham, Harnett 


1999 State 


70 


Cleveland, Currituck, Dare, Lincoln, Magellan** 




69 


Elkin City, Lee, Rockingham 




68 


Stanly, Wilkes 




67 


American Ren. Middle**, Bridges**, Francine Delany**, Henderson, Kings Mountain City, Metrolina**, 
River Mill Charter**, Winston-Salem/Forsyth 




66 


Caldwell, Downtown Middle**, Duplin, Exploris**, Guilford SABIS** 




65 


Johnston, New Hanover, Onslow, Pamlico, Pender, Wayne 




64 


Alamance-Burlington, Macon, Pitt, Polk, Wake 


1998,2002 State 


63 


Guilford, McDowell, Mountain Community**, Randolph 




62 


Asheville City, Mitchell, Nash-Rocky Mount, Swain 




61 


Alexander, Charlotte/Mecklenburg, Jones, Rutherford 


1996 State 


60 


Alleghany, Brunswick, Granville, Madison 




59 


Craven, Roanoke Rapids City, S.B. Howard**, Whiteville City 




58 


Haywood, Jackson, Shelby City, Wilson 




57 


Carteret, Franklin Academy**, Orange, Yadkin 




56 


Asheboro City, Montgomery, Rowan-Salisbury 


1997 State 


55 


Beaufort, Cumberland 




54 


Hoke, Robeson, Sampson 




53 


Halifax, Quest Academy**, Richmond 




52 


Elizabeth City /Pasquotank, Greensboro Academy**, Thomasville City 




51 


Kannapolis City, Person, Scotland 




50 


Clover Garden**, Evergreen Community**, Lenoir, Omuteko Gwamaziima** 




49 


Columbus 




48 


Clay, Franklin 




47 


Edgecombe, Kestrel Heights** 




46 


Anson, Bertie, Durham, Edenton/Chowan 




45 


Greene 




44 


MAST** 




43 


Vance Charter**, Washington 




42 


East Wake Academy**, Martin 




41 


Perquimans 




40 


Northeast Raleigh**, Weldon City 




39 


Arapahoe**, Rocky Mt Charter Public**, Turning Point** 




38 . 


Lincoln Charter**, Warren 




37 


Lexington City 




36 


Sterling Montessori**, Thomas Jefferson** 




33 


Northampton 




31 


Bethany Community**, Vance 




29 


C.G. Woodson**, Provisions Academy**, Tyrrell 




27 


Sugar Creek** 




26 


Forsyth Academies**, Orange Co. Charter** t 




24 


Chatham Charter**, Hertford, Hyde 




22 


Carter Community**, Summit Charter** 




20 


Imani Institute** 




17 


CIS Academy**, Kennedy Charter** 




14 


Alpha Academy** 




10 


Village Charter** 




8 


Woods Charter** 




4 


SPARC Academy** 




0 


Grandfather Academy**, Lakeside School**, Quality Education**, Success Academy** 




* 


Crossnore Academy** 



Notes; *Dala are not reported where number tested is fewer than five. 



••Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposes the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete charter school name can be found in the Appendix. 
An expository or descriptive writing prompt is administered each year. The percent of students scoring 2.5 or better Is detennined by using the Accountability 
Standard formula, which is the sum of students scoring 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, and 4.0 divided by the total number tested, rounded to the nearest whole number. 

Prepared by the NCDPl Division of Accountability Scrviccs/Tcsting Section. 
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= The paper exhibits a reasonable and acceptable level of skills in sentence formation, usage, mechanics, and spelling. 

= The paper does not show a reasonable and acceptable level of skills in sentence formation, usage, mechanics, and spelling. 
= The paper is marginal in demonstrating a reasonable level of skills using correct English. 



2001-02 Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4 and 7 



2001-02 List of North Carolina Charter Schools 



Alpha Academy 

American Renaissance Charter School 

American Renaissance Middle School 

Arapahoe Charter School 

Bethany Community Middle School 

Bethel Hill Charter School 

Brevard Academy 

Bridges Charter School 

Cape Fear Center for Inquiry 

Cape Lookout Marine Science High School 

Carter Community School 

Carter G. Woodson School of Challenge 

Charter Day School 

Chatham Charter School 

Children's Village Academy 

CIS Academy 

Community Charter School 

Community Partners High 

Crossnore Academy 

Developmental Day School 

Dillard Academy 

Downtown Middle School 

•East Wake Academy 

East Winston Primary School 

Engelmann School of the Arts and Sciences 

Evergreen Community Charter School 

Exploris Middle School 

Forsyth Academies 

Francine Delany New School for Children 

Franklin Academy 

Grandfather Academy 

Greensboro Academy 

Haliwa-Saponi Tribal 

Harnett Early Childhood Academy 

Healthy Start Academy Charter Elementary School 

Highland Charter Public School 

Imani Institute Charter School 

John H. Baker Jr. High School 

Kennedy School 

Kestrel Heights School 

Lake Norman Charter School 

Lakeside School 

Laurinburg Charter School 

Laurinburg Homework Center Charter School 



LIFT Academy 
Lincoln Charter 
Magellan Charter School 
MAST School 

Maureen Joy Charter School 

Metrolina Regional Scholars' Academy 

Millennium Charter Academy 

New Century School 

Northeast Raleigh Charter Academy 

Oma's Inc. Charter School 

Omuteko Gwamaziima 

Orange County Charter School 

Phoenix Academy 

Piedmont Community School 

PreEminent Charter School 

Provisions Academy 

Quality Education Academy 

Quest Academy 

Raleigh Charter High School 

Research Triangle Charter Academy 

River Mill Academy 

Rocky Mount Charter Public School 

Rowan Academy 

Sallie B. Howard School 

Sandhills Theatre Arts Renaissance School (STARS) 
SPARC Academy 

Stanly County Community Outreach Charter School 

Sterling Montessori Academy 

Success Academy 

Success Institute 

Sugar Creek Charter School 

Summit Charter School 

The Learning Center 

The Mountain Community School 

The Woods Charter School 

Thomas Jefferson Classical Academy 

Tiller School 

Turning Point Academy 

Union Academy 

Vance Charter School 

Village Charter School 

Washington Montessori - A Public Charter School 
Wayne County Technical Academy 
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